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Operation Bodyguard was the codename given to the overall deception strategy in
preparation for Operation Overlord, the invasion of western Europe in 1944 which Engtsh Channel - ]
culminated in Operation Neptune, the Normandy Landings on D-Day, 6th June. Amiens
The single, most important part of Operation Bodyguard was Operation Fortitude, Shegoiy ® o R
the largest, most elaborate, most carefully planned, most vital, and most successful nsey. m;h = oRouen.  Beauvais
of all Allied deception operations. It was pursued in utmost secrecy. Jersay sji:““‘" 2 o 1
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Fortitude was divided in two parts. Fortitude North simulated a massive assault on Norway. Fortitude South simulated a massive attack on the Pas-
de-Calais, which the Germans thought was the most likely location for an assault being the closest point to England. Both required the realistic
presence of phantom field armies, presenting a genuine threat. The First United States Army Group (FUSAG), a phantom army, was at the centre of
the deception, led by General Patton, with double agents convincing German High command that it would lead the main assault. And that the
Normandy invasion force was a feint, with the main invasion taking place six weeks afterwards at Pas de Calais. Furthermore, this had to disguise the
mustering of massive troops number and equipment in the south of England. Visible preparations had to be seen in Eastern England where there
was “neglect of concealment”, whereas in the leafy lanes and fields of Hampshire there was a maximum concealment area. For any deception to
work there had to be perfect security along the south coast of England. A coastal strip was “closed” from April 1 1944.

SUBJECT: Dummy Craft Indication TOP SECRET

GHQ Home Forces 21 Army Gp/00/261/3/G(R)
L The following is the proposed layout of dummy craft in Eastern and

South Eastern Comds.

SERTAL PLACE QUANTITYOF  SUGGESTED STOR- LAUNCHING HARD ~ AREA OF
CRAFT ING PLACE BERTHING

1 YARMOUTH 50 PITCHERS QUAY PTTCHERS QUAY BREYDON
refos1'to 986256 and and Rly Yard WATER
Mile, sheet. 61 Rly Yard

985258
2 LOWESTOFT 20 CHAMBERS YARD CHAMBERS WATER
YARD 992105

1 mile sheet 77 996105

3 WALDRINGFIELD 66 WALDRINGFIELD WALDRINGFIELD K. DEBEN

DEBEN

ref. 05 1" to
mile sheet 87

u WOOLVERSTONE i WOOLVERSTONE PK. CAT HOUSE R.ORWELL
CAT HOUSE WOOLVERSTONE
R.ORWELL PIN MILL

£ 08 1" to
1mile sheet 87

5 DOVER 10 o be found by BEACH 760590 DOVER
£0S 1" to sECO Hardbelow HARBOUR
1mile sheet 1ITA Castle
6 FOLKESTONE P o be found by BEACH to FOLKESTONE
ref 05 1" to SBCO BEACH to HARBOUR
11 mile sheet 1ITA EASTof Fish

Market.
Hard at Pier

2 The above detafls have been drawn up as the result of a recce carried out
by this HQ in corjunction with Naval officers in command of the areas
concerned. as well as the Comd reps Whilst the berthing areas might be

slightly amended to conform with revised Naval berthing plans, the above

are sufficiently firm for planning purposes. It is requested that this HQ

may be informed as soon as possble as to the final craft storage areas for

each launching site inorder that the delivery of craft may commence as soon

as possible.

3 The following date is given to assist in the selection of storage areas:

1 Bighob occupies 100 square yards. Craft cannot be stored one on
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