
The six principal elements in the Fortitude South deception were codenamed Quicksilver.

Operation Quicksilver 

Quicksilver I – fiction that main Allied assault would be directed at the Pas-de-Calais

several weeks after the Normandy landings

Quicksilver II - radio deception through simulated radio traffic

Quicksilver III – display of landing craft around the east and south-east coast of England

Quicksilver IV – bombing of the Pas de Calais beaches and of communications in the area

to suggest imminent assault

Quicksilver V – increase activity in Dover to suggest embarkation preparations.

Quicksilver VI – misleading and protective lighting schemes along the South Coast

Woolverstone had a part to play in Operation Quicksilver: Quicksilver III.

The idea was to construct a fleet of dummy landing craft which would be moored along
the South-East and East coast. Woolverstone, Cat House hard, had been constructed two
years previously. Access to the River Orwell and with a heavily wooded fringe was an ideal
location for the secret construction of dummy landing craft.

Much of the information we have on
Operation Quicksilver III comes from the
experiences of a young Naval officer, Peter
Tooley, who was tasked with the building
and launching of Bigbobs from Cathouse
hard, Woolverstone, onto the Orwell. His
book, Operation Quicksilver (1988), takes
the reader through the genesis of the plan,
the secret trials and mounting the deception
itself.

To be successful, this part of the
deception plan had to demonstrate that
the means existed to carry assault troops
from FUSAG to the Pas de Calais.
Abundant signs of Landing Craft in the
quiet rivers and estuaries of the East
Coast would support this idea. As would
the appearance of mustering points and
encampments.
This deception programme, Operation
Quicksilver, was masterminded by Colonel
David Strangeways, DSO OBE.

“All warfare is based on deception. Hence, when we are able to attack, we must
seem unable; when using our forces, we must appear inactive; when we are near, we

must make the enemy believe we are far away; when far away, we must make him
believe we are near.” Sun Tze 771–256 BC

Operation Bodyguard was the codename given to the overall deception strategy in
preparation for Operation Overlord, the invasion of western Europe in 1944 which
culminated in Operation Neptune, the Normandy Landings on D-Day, 6th June.

The single, most important part of Operation Bodyguard was Operation Fortitude,
the largest, most elaborate, most carefully planned, most vital, and most successful
of all Allied deception operations. It was pursued in utmost secrecy.

Fortitude was divided in two parts. Fortitude North simulated a massive assault on Norway. Fortitude South simulated a massive attack on the Pas-
de-Calais, which the Germans thought was the most likely location for an assault being the closest point to England. Both required the realistic
presence of phantom field armies, presenting a genuine threat. The First United States Army Group (FUSAG), a phantom army, was at the centre of
the deception, led by General Patton, with double agents convincing German High command that it would lead the main assault. And that the
Normandy invasion force was a feint, with the main invasion taking place six weeks afterwards at Pas de Calais. Furthermore, this had to disguise the
mustering of massive troops number and equipment in the south of England. Visible preparations had to be seen in Eastern England where there
was “neglect of concealment”, whereas in the leafy lanes and fields of Hampshire there was a maximum concealment area. For any deception to
work there had to be perfect security along the south coast of England. A coastal strip was “closed” from April 1 1944.
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