
Ipswich High School | Snapshot | Friday 1st March 2024

SNAPSHOT
The

The Ipswich High School Newsletter | Friday 1st March 2024

INTERNATIONAL BOARDING STAFF DAY

From The Head

We are very proud to celebrate our
wonderful Boarding Team, on
International Boarding Staff Day.

This week has been very busy; a joyous Prep Young Musician and
Vocal Championships on Thursday was a show case of passion for
music. I thoroughly enjoyed all the performances; my congratulations
to the pupils involved and thanks to Mrs Jennings for organising the
event. We had pupils competing at the Suffolk Festival at the
weekend with a huge range of notable successes in Dance and
Music, congratulations to all who took part. Also at the weekend we
sent a delegation with Mr Pettengell-Wheatly and Miss Limer to the
Model Arctic Council held at the Norwich School where our pupils’
condence shone. Year 9 Geographers took part in the ‘Great
Climate Debate’ on Thursday and of course, Shrek Rehearsals
continue apace ready for opening night on Wednesday next week.
Tickets for Shrek are still available, please use the link here.
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Prep School News
From Head of Prep School

ISA Cross Country
After Freya Year 5 and Molly Year 6 competed in the ISA Cross Country at Littlegarth they took
part in a Pony Club Tetrathlon (Tri) in Reading on Saturday 17th February. Both girls did really
well, competing against 22 other competitors. Freya came 10th, Molly came 4th from a
combined result taken from shooting, running and swimming element of the competition. As
a result o Molly's 4th place success, she has qualied or a place in the National nals on 24th
March. Molly and Freya placed third as part of a team. Many congratulations!

Einstein once said: “Life without playing music is inconceivable to
me. I live my daydreams in music. I see my life in terms of music... I
get most joy in life out of music”. We know that research shows a
direct correlation between learning to play an instrument and
academic success, and we were thrilled to enjoy no less than 48
individual performances in our Prep School Young Musician and
Vocal Championships, with pupils from age 5 to 11 competing.

The afternoon was possibly best summed up by one of our Prep
parents,

“I just wanted to say a huge well done for organising such a lovely
afternoon in the Prep School…They truly are a very talented bunch of children - I know
it’s been said many times before but the encouragement and consideration they offer
to each other is always so lovely to witness. But they couldn’t do any of this without the
support of their amazing teachers.”

We are fortunate to have a specialist music teacher and a wonderfully talented group
o peripatetic music teachers who inspire our pupils every day, helping them to nd
happiness and success in their musical endeavours. Congratulations to all the
participants and particularly our Young Musician winner, Willow, and our Prep Vocal
Champion, Franki.

Girl Power
Prep school girls Olivia and Alice got
stuck in at Riding Club and were mucking
out Tula the Shetland’s stable, she gave
them a grateful cuddle in reward. They
even added more bedding and got to
do the ‘bed test’… jumping in it to make
sure it was comfy! The girls did a great job
and should be very proud of themselves.
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Young Musician of the Year and Prep
Vocal Championships
The Prep School was delighted to welcome
parents and families to our annual Young
Musician of the Year and Prep Vocal
Championships on Tuesday, 5th March. We
had 48 performances across each of the
categories – what a wonderful showcase of
talent to the parents and other students.
Each of our students gained house points for
their respective House, and the House Music
Cup will be announced shortly.

We are grateful to our adjudicator, Mr Ashley
Howard, who had the unenviable task of
choosing place winners. He commented on
the amazing opportunity that the children
have to learn instruments and singing,
reminding them that the skills are life-long
and more ar-reaching than simply ‘just’
playing an instrument. He was impressed
with the children’s musicality, as well as the
condence that each o them showed.
Learning an instrument is a partnership with
the children, supportive parents and, of
course, our amazing Peripatetic Music team
here at school.

Novice:

Winner: Max W (piano)

Runner Up: Flo S (piano)

Judge’s Commendations: Kaan H (piano),
Oshi I (piano), Tabitha P (violin)

Grades 1 and 2:

Winner: Sheryl L (piano)

Runner Up: Freya W (violin)

Judge’s Commendations: Ruby T (piano),
Emily B (piano)

Grades 3+:

Winner: Willow F (piano)

Runner Up: Emelia P (drum kit)

Young Musician of the Year:

Willow F

Vocal Championships:

Winner: Franki H

Runner Up: Flo S

Judge’s Commendations:

Ruby T Ottillie T, Emily B Rasmus H, Cecilia N
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Senior School News
From Head of Senior School

GCSE Exam countdown continues in the Chemistry Department
This week sees the launch of the Chemistry Paper 2 booklet, with all pupils hopefully having
now completed their Paper 1s (please encourage at home as much as possible if they are a
little behind).As before, each week sees a new chapter being revised in Chemistry Enrichment
(Thursday EN1), along with revision help sheets on the revision board and the appearance of
the weekly mark scheme so pupils can self-access their work as the weeks go on (the mark
schemes are also set on Firefy the ollowing week or marking). The revision hub has been well
received by many pupils who are actively engaging to help build on their mock results.
Getting pupils to actively complete weekly retrieval practise, along with exam questions is a
great starting point for everyone wanting to improve on their mock grade this Summer. Any
questions, or anything else you’d like to see on our revision hub please let Mrs Smith know: s.
smith@ipswichhighschool.co.uk

The Senior School has been incredibly busy this week, however, in
assembly this week we shared with the pupils our response to some
pupil feedback on how we could improve pupil wellbeing. Through
the School Council representatives, Senior pupils requested a slight
extension to the lunch break to allow for a little more time to reset
before lesson 4. The council discussed various timing amendments
and a nal proposal was then passed up to the Head’s and Senior
Leadership for approval. The proposal was agreed, which will add 5
mins to the lunch break on a Monday to Thursday. Lesson times and
enrichments are unaffected as the extra time has been taken from
some extra walking time that was between period 5 and Enrichment
2. We hope everyone will enjoy their extra few minutes in the new
schedule which will commence in the Summer Term.
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Senior School News
Hurdles Practice for Year 7
Our cross country and athletics
enrichment this week had some
sunshine, which allowed us to
get the hurdles out and start
practicing for the season. Year 7
also had a great time trying
them out or the rst time too.

Volcanic Eruptions
Year 7 Geographers have been acting out their
news report of a volcanic eruption.

Year 8 PSHE
In Mrs Harrison's Year 8 PSHE lesson this week
pupils were expressing their views and opinions
with peers. They were listening to fellow pupils
voicing their opinions and exchanging in a
positive debate and statements regarding
different types of relationships. Pupils were given
a task to express and put across their views to
each other. One particular group decided to
rap their answer to the class which was very
surprising and enjoyable!

Tennis Fixtures
Calling all tennis players in Years 7-10! I you would like to represent the school in tennis xtures
in the summer term, please make yourself known to Mrs Wheelhouse. Email: e.wheelhouse@
ipswichhighschool.co.uk. We have entered both the boys and girls, Year 7&8 and 9&10
competitions and xtures are being booked. We have some names rom Tori our tennis coach,
but we are aware there are others who may have lessons outside of school.
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U16 Boys Hockey-
Regional Finals
On Thursday 29th February,
our U16 boys attended the
Regional Hockey Finals having
qualied in the County round
last half term.

Captained by Adam and JJ,
the boys were ready to take
on the challenge and face
tough opponents in the group
stage.

Our rst game saw an early
opportunity with pressure from
the forwards to win a short

corner. As the game progressed JJ in goal made incredible saves to keep Coopers out.

We then played St Albans. Ipswich High shone with condence, Louie S was showing his
dribbling skills on the right, with Adam, Abdollah and Harry working hard in the mideld.
Unfortunately St Albans were able to convert before half time but that didn’t stop the boys.
They ought until the end and were close not to score in the nal minutes. 0-1 L

In our nal game we were determined to work hard or each other and put everything we
had developed in the previous games into place. After great pressure from Ipswich High we
eventually scored a fantastic goal, converted by Adam, a wonderful reverse stick shot.
Unfortunately we couldn’t keep out our opposition who after half time equalised. An
agonising nal goal on the nal whistle meant we lost 2-1.

All pupils were a credit to Ipswich High.

U15 Ipswich and South Suffolk Indoor Cricket Development Winners
Well done to the eight pupils who played in the Indoor Cricket Competition this week. They
won their two games meaning they were the overall winners.
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The Suffolk Festival of Performing Arts

The Suffolk Festival is an opportunity for singers, dancers and
actors to perform in front of a friendly audience and to receive
constructive feedback from a highly respected adjudicator.
The estival has been running or over 90 years and attracts
performers from all over East Anglia.

Last weekend was the Music competition and students from
Ipswich High School were placed in every class they entered.

In the Piano classes Archie gained two 2nd places and Eleanor was placed 3rd in her class.

The youngest competitor was Cecilia, from the Prep School, who was awarded the Young
Vocalist Championship. Other outstanding performances were given by Evie, who was
awarded 3rd place in the Vocalist 16-20 class and Maria, who won the class. Both girls gained
Distinctions in this category, demonstrating an extremely high standard of vocal expertise.
Maria also won the Senior Vocalist Championship.

In the instrumental categories Leo was placed second for his expressive playing of Elgar and
Squires. Soa and Madeleine won the Duet category and the adjudicator commented on
how much they appeared to enjoy playing together. The nal class o the day, ater eleven
hours of music, was won by Madeleine, whose performance of Elgar’s cello concerto was
outstanding.

The Dance Department also had a fantastic couple of weekends at the Suffolk Festival of
Performing Arts Placing in every single section we entered! Congratulations to all of our
performers, some of which have never competed in a festival before. It was really lovely to see
team work and support for each other, especially in groups where we had a mixture of ages
competing and a testament to the groups who have only been working on their pieces for a
short time.

Results over both weekends are as follows: 1st Place: U21 Contemporary Trio - Izzie, Kitty and
Bessie, 1st Place: Over 15 Own Choroegraphy - Kitty, 2nd Place: U21 Contemporary Groups
(large) - Dance Scholars, 3rd: 11-14 Acro Solo - Bessie, 3rd: U21 Modern Groups (small) -
Revolution Dance Team and 3rd: 13-14 Contemporary Solo – Rae (representing JASD).
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Teachers, staff, parents and children can then use the promo code SCHOOLS20 to
recieve 20% discount on all general tickets. Redeem the discount via the ticket

platform Fixr here https://xr.co/organiser/cambridgeclub



Ipswich High School | Snapshot | Friday 1st March 2024

Snapshot

Whole School News
Teaching and Learning at Ipswich High School: A snapshot of pupils work this
week

INSPIRATION

Arthur H in Year 10 was inspired by the Artist Christo. Arthur created a drawing of what the
London Bridge might look like if covered in a large cloth.

Prep:

All Year groups have been inspired by many different poets this week and have completed
their poetry recitals in class. Please see photos of Year 5/6 on class dojo

SUCCESSFUL

In a Year 11 English lesson the pupils enjoyed a retrieval game of Snakes and Ladders/fortune
telling - Jekyll and Hyde style!

Lilia B used her Prep enrichment to support retrieval for an up and coming Chemistry Test

Prep:

Nearly 50 prep pupils took part in Prep Young Musician and Vocal Championships – they have
been working hard in their lessons and showed great enthusiasm when taking part in this
competition.

HAPPY

Year 11s enjoyed using Padlet in Spanish. The programme allows a fun way to support each
other’s learning.

Prep:

Year 6 have enjoyed their computer programming on Scratch – supporting each other with
their learning in creating a project with variables.
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IPSWICH HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION PRESENTS

BACS transfers:

REF: Bingo 2024

SORT CODE: 40-25-31

ACCOUNT NUMBER: 31711555

This year’s event promises to be even more fun than last year!
Please simply complete the BACS transfer to book at £12pp.

Email: ihsa@ipswichhighschool.co.uk with any queries or any dietary requirements.

SATURDAY 23RD MARCH | 4PM

AFTERNOON
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Year 10 Work Experience - Summer 2024
Parents, please continue to discuss options with your child. See Firefy or the letter home and
full details along with helpful links and information. Deadline for paperwork is no later than
May Half Term.

Careers Speaker Series
To support British Science Week we will be welcoming Michael Steinke from the University of
Essex to enthuse students about what is like to work in science the research involved and
specically about Marine Biology.

Next week Thursday 14th March - Gemma Stannard - National Police Chies’ Council, Head o
Strategic Hub

Gemma Stannard is a senior police sta leader working at a national level with signicant
experience in the analysis, business planning, strategy and change arenas.
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World Book Day
World Book Day celebrations took place this week, culminating on Thursday 7th March with
both Prep and Senior School pupils as well as staff coming dressed up as book characters.
There was a wonderful buzz and excitement around the school with both students and staff
eager to see each other’s costume creations. The Senior Leadership Team came dressed as
Roald Dahl characters with brilliant attention to detail. Mr Browning had the extremely
dicult job o selecting a winner rom each Key Stage and the overall winner or Prep and
Senior School. A fantastic joint effort from Kwesi R and Jonty M for the senior school who came
as Frodo and the Witch King of Angmar from “Lord of the Rings”.

Author talk from Annalise Avery
Tuesday 12th March - Author talk from Annalise Avery open to
Senior School.

Tuesday 12th March & Wednesday 13th March – Author
workshops with Annalise Avery or Years 5, 7, 8 and 9.

Please send some money in with students as they may wish to
purchase a signed copy of one of Annalise’s books.
Alternatively a pre-payment link will be sent home via email.

National Careers Week 2024
Result o our ‘Most unusual job sta in school had done’ is below:

1st place goes to : A security steward for a bar/nightclub (a bouncer)? Mrs Chandler-Mears

2nd place goes to : Working in a ‘category A prison’? Mr Browning

3rd place goes to : A summer working as a ‘cast member’ in Fantasyland at Disneyland Paris
and had to wear a generic fairytale character costume? Mrs Woods
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We have resources to
aid parents to support
their child’s wellbeing,
on our Firefy page.

In Need of Support?
During school hours, please contact our Designated Safeguarding Lead: Ms Extance or,
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads: Mrs Finch (Prep School), Mrs Offord (Senior School),
Mrs Vickers (Sixth Form) - on 01473 780201.

Out of School hours support below:

YoungMinds: 24/7 - Text YM to 85258
Samaritans: 24/7 - 116123
Kooth: kooth.com
Sexual assault: NSPCC - 0800 136 663 / help@nspcc.org.uk
Sexual assault local contact: The Ferns - 0300 123 5058
Childline: Call 0800 1111 or 1-2-1 chat online
NHS Mental Health Support: 111, option 2
Online bullying: thinkUknow.co.uk

Parenting Support You Can Trust
Parenting is one of the toughest jobs we ever do but it should also be one of the most fun and
rewarding.

The Wellbeing Hub staff speak to parents and schools day in and day out, and know the
challenges parents face, not least because, as parents themselves, they’ve been there and
got most of the T-shirts.

Of course, the ride will not always be smooth, and with adolescence starting from eight and
going on until twenty-ve it is a long haul. However, with knowledge and support we can all
enjoy the journey as we help our children become happy, healthy, world-ready adults.

All parents and pupils have FREE unlimited access to The Wellbeing Hub. Pupils are signed up
automatically and have been sent an email to complete their registration.

Watch this short introductory lm to nd out more https://vimeo.com/740743218/602c406ef5


