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CHRISTMAS CAROLS AT IHS
Prep School Carol Service
The Prep School continued their lead up to Christmas with their annual Carol Service, held at 
St Michael’s Church, Woolverstone, on Tuesday morning. The pupils from Nursery to Year 6 all 
sang and spoke beautifully, delighting parents and friends. Amongst traditional carols sung by 
all, each year group had prepared a special song, telling a part of the Christmas story. Year 6 
narrated eloquently, and special mention must go to Flo for her beautiful solo in ‘Once in 
Royal David’s City’, as well as Willow and Sebastian in the closing item ‘Christmas is Here'. 
Christmas is most definitely here in the Prep School!

Senior School Carol Service
The Carol Service is always eagerly 
anticipated as it marks the start of the 
festive season for many, and is a moving 
and musical way to celebrate the End of 
Term. For parents, it is an opportunity to 
not only see and hear their children 
perform, but also to join in with the carols 
they sang as children themselves.

Earlier in the term, the Year 7 students 
wrote Christmas poems in their English 
lessons, and we were treated to charming 
poems by Cora, Oden, Sophie, and Kwesi 
that really captured the spirit of Christmas.

The Carol Service offers our talented 
singers the chance to shine, and we 
heard beautiful songs from the Piccolo, 
Kor!, and Senior Choirs, including new 
composers for this year as well as a 
combined congregation, and choir mash-
up version of Silent Night.

The instrumentalists also celebrated the 
season with duets, trios, quartets and full 
orchestra, with the Carol Services final 
items being played as warming drinks and 
mince pies were served.

As always, the Heads of School took the 
lead in organising a team of prefects to 
assist in the smooth running of the event 
and the warm spirit of camaraderie that 
pervades our Music Department was felt 
in abundance.
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Year 1 2D shapes
Year 1 have been making some 2D shapes 
using lolly sticks. They then went on a shape 
hunt as some of the shapes had hidden from 
us. They had to find each number and 
identify what shape it was and record it on 
our special table! The children loved being 
shape detectives and finding all the shapes 
around the room.

Super Swimmers
Well done to Albert, Rebecca, and Ramus 
who were all awarded Swimmers of the Term.

Fun in the water
After the brilliant Carol Service, Year 5 
enjoyed their Water Polo session.

Interhouse Hockey
Year 5 and Year 6 have really enjoyed playing 
for their Houses in the Interhouse Hockey 
match.

Window to Learning
Woolverstone Hall Nursery and Reception 
had a super time during the window to 
learning session. Thank you to all WHNR family 
members who were able to attend.

Huge Congratulations to Imogen, Year 6
Imogen was awarded a shield for being best 
Newcomer of the Year at Sudbury Lifesaving 
Club. Imogen also passed her Bronze Stage 1 
Rookie Lifeguard Award and was given a 
certificate for her sponsored swim.

Christmas Door 
Hangers
Year 2 have been 
getting in the Christmas 
spirit, creating Christmas 
door hanger 
decorations.
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Netball Success
Congratulations to all the pupils who have represented the school this term in Netball. Wishing 
you all a restful, fun-filled, Christmas holiday. Best wishes, Mrs Harrison and Mrs Stewart
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Sophia the Superstar - Recent Successes
September 17th 2023, Sophia became Suffolk 
F.I.G Junior champion.

September 24th 2023, Sophia became Regional 
F.I.G Junior champion. 

November 19th 2023, Inter-County Teams:

Sophia was part of Team Suffolk who were 
crowned Champions 2023. Sophia also won the 
prestigious Frank Stevens trophy for the highest 
F.I.G score of the competition.

Sophia has been selected to complete at the Welsh championships in February, as a guest, 
and at the English Championships in March, where she will potentially qualify for the British 
Championships. Fantastic achievements Sophia. Well done!

Christmas Cross Country
The Cross Country Enrichment has been running 
since September with various routes around our 
school grounds. This week we finished off the 
course with our Christmas theme Cross Country.

Chocolate Yule Logs
Year 9 were given the opportunity to put their Swiss roll and decorating skills to the test with 
Christmas Chocolate Yule logs.

There were some super examples of decorated chocolate log using the Christmas theme. 

Coding Club
Amongst our Enrichment choices, 
Coding Club is always a popular option 
where pupils are learning how to use the 
programming language, Python. They 
are using a list of commands, shapes, 
and colours to create and move objects.
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Thank you all for your support and dedication this term in all aspects of Sport. It has been a 
fantastic term and I hope like us, you are all excited for the upcoming term of Hockey and 
Netball. Have a restful break, it has been well earned.

Mr Taylor
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IHSA Christmas Fayre
A huge thank you to everyone who came along and 
supported the Christmas Fayre last week. You moved 
boxes, built stalls, decorated trees, made kids laugh, 
brought in cakes, made ‘decorative’ hot chocolates, 
supported local artisan tradespeople, applauded 
singing children from the comfort of our luxurious 
‘Stageside Christmas Cafe’, and made the hall the 
happiest place this side of the North Pole.

A record amount was made, thanks to your incredible 
Christmas spirit. The proceeds from this spectacular 
event will all go to house charities and to help fund 
initiatives for your children at school, which could not 
otherwise be funded. Hopefully the kids also came  
home to you with a few gifts to give as well. Thank you 
again and we can’t wait to see you all next year.

Totals raised for House Charities:

Ignis £45, Aqua £70, Terra; £70.31, Ventus; £254 

Well done everyone!

Save the date
Our next Family Fun Bingo 
afternoon - Saturday 23rd 
March. Details to follow 
soon.
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IHSA Funded
Thank you from the IHSA and students for coming to all of our events this year, enabling us to 
buy many things, some of which are listed below.

THANKS FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT!

 

ALL THOSE non-uniform days 

and cake sales and tombola 

donations that you almost forgot 

as you’re leaving the door.... 

all those school events you’ve 

attended.... have added up to 

ALL THESE amazing things!  

LIFE SAVING TRAINING AIDS

GOBLIN CAR RACE KIT

AUTHOR VISITS

PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT

RUGBY SCRUM MACHINE

STEM WORKSHOPS

SILENT DISCOS

DIGITAL PIANO

LACROSSE 
GOAL AND 
BALLS

PETANQUE COURT

FOOTBALL TARGET GOALS

Second Hand Uniform Shop Dates: 2024
10.01.24, 14.02.24, 13.03.24, and 12.06.24. The second hand uniform shop will be open from 
15:00 - 16:30 on all dates.
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End of Term Christmas Excitement
We have been opening our Advent 
Calendars each day and starting the day 
with a chocolate treat. Putting up the 
Christmas Tree is always a major family 
affair and we had a great time listening to 
music, eating festive treats, and hanging 
baubles together. The Christmas lights 
greet us warmly every evening as we come 
home and we have been celebrating the 
success of our extended boarding family.

Annie and Hettie performed in the Kor! 
concert and we went to watch them at St. 
Micheals Church. The concert was 
fantastic and we were very proud to see 
boarders representing the school in this 
event.

Writing Christmas cards to our friends and 
family took a long time, but we loved it. 
What a great way to spend a cold and wet 
Saturday evening, all together, sharing 
messages and stories about our term in 
boarding. We also had a visit from St 
Nicholas, putting our shoes outside our 
doors at night, we must have been in bed 
early for the first time all term. Our good 
behaviour was rewarded with shoes filled 
with treats.

Packing has started! This is always an 
interesting time in the Boarding House, 
when we find all those lost socks and 
missing books as we get to the bottom of 
our cupboards and pack up for the 
holidays. It is very busy and we are making 
pies, and getting ready for the Winter Ball 
together. As the term comes to an end and 
the House is all quiet on Friday we will be 
left in the company of the wonderful 
wildlife, Mr Pheasant, the many bunnies, 
and our very own field of sheep.
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Careers Events - Spring Term 2024
Year 8 and Year 9 Morrisby Aspirations - January 
2024: These sessions in the CS1 and 2 during 
registration time, they aim to support Year 8 and 
Year 9 option choices, and will take place in the first 
two weeks of the Spring Term, see the letter home 
for details.

Careers Speaker Series - Spring Term
Our talks will continue to be held most weeks in the 
Spring term.

Y10 Work Experience - Summer 2024
Parents, please use the festive break to discuss 
options with your child. See Firefly for the letter 
home and full details along with helpful links and 
information. 

Y12 Morrisby Profile - January 2024
A letter was sent home this week ,please also see 
details on Firefly.

National Careers Week - w/c 4th March 
2024
We will celebrate Careers Week within lessons and 
around the Whole School from Nursery to Year 13.

Careers for Y7 to 13 Spring and Summer
We are busy planning several careers based 
assemblies, form time activities, and workshops for 
Senior School and Sixth Form to take part in over the 
next two terms.

Overdue LRC books and resources
A reminder to return all overdue Library books, please have a good look in bags, lockers, and 
look on bookshelves and cupboards at home too. Overdue reminders are sent to Form Tutors 
every week, and all pupils can login to our Reading Cloud Library Management System via 
Firefly to check their own book-loan status (red shows it is overdue). The IHS LRC Policy states 
that if overdue Library books are not returned to the LRC or placed into one of our ‘Book 
Return Boxes’ before the holiday, will be charged via ParentPay at the end of each Term.

Thank you in advance for your prompt action, it is greatly appreciated.
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We have resources to 
aid parents to support 
their child’s wellbeing, 

on our Firefly page.

In Need Of Support?
During school hours, please contact our Designated Safeguarding Lead: Ms Extance or, 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads: Mrs Finch (Prep School), Mrs Offord (Senior School), 
Mrs Vickers (Sixth Form) - on 01473 780201.

Out of School hours support below:
YoungMinds: 24/7 - Text YM to 85258
Samaritans: 24/7 - 116123
Kooth: kooth.com
Sexual assault: NSPCC - 0800 136 663 / help@nspcc.org.uk
Sexual assault local contact: The Ferns - 0300 123 5058
Childline: Call 0800 1111 or 1-2-1 chat online
NHS Mental Health Support: 111, option 2
Online bullying: thinkUknow.co.uk

Parenting Support You Can Trust
Parenting is one of the toughest jobs we ever do but it should also be one of the most fun and 
rewarding.

The Wellbeing Hub staff speak to parents and schools day in and day out, and know the 
challenges parents face, not least because, as parents themselves, they’ve been there and 
got most of the t-shirts.

Of course, the ride won’t always be smooth, and with adolescence starting from eight and 
going on until 25 it’s a long haul. However, with knowledge and support we can all enjoy the 
journey as we help our children become happy, healthy, world-ready adults. 

All parents and pupils have FREE unlimited access to The Wellbeing Hub. Pupils are signed up 
automatically and have been sent an email to complete their registration. 

Watch this short introductory film to find out more https://vimeo.com/740743218/602c406ef5 
and, why not complete their parenting course over the festive break

https://ipswichhigh.fireflycloud.net/wellbeing-1
https://club.teentips.co.uk/register/parents/?ca=ad2cfaffdc8b87f57817c0b7016f7ab2
https://vimeo.com/740743218/602c406ef5

